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From:  Group Captain R J  Whittingham FRAeS, Royal Air Force Retired 
  
         Brussels 
         February 2011 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 The New Year has started with some rather grey and dismal weather, but the good 
news is that Spring is just around the corner and maybe we will enjoy another fine Belgian 
Summer!  Let me start by thanking our past Newsletter Officer Léon Rubin for his really 
outstanding effort to produce such a fine Edition 100 before Christmas:  I know that it struck 
a powerful chord with many of our members and was a fine finale to his long involvement as 
a member of the Committee.  For this edition, in the absence of a volunteer to take up the 
role, I have acted as Editor:  please forgive any inadequacies and note that the post 
remains vacant.  We will be looking for a replacement at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). 
 
 On the subject of the AGM I am afraid that circumstances (well) beyond our control 
have meant that we have had to postpone the AGM from the originally planned date of 10 
March to the new date of Tuesday 22nd March 2011.  All the appropriate documents are 
included in this Newsletter.  The AGM is the key event of the year for the administration of 
the Branch:  what we do, how we support our members, both in terms of welfare and social 
activity, is decided by you through your participation at the Meeting.  Please attend if you 
can.  As an added incentive the AGM will be followed by lunch in the NATO Staff Centre.  
Please complete the attendance proforma at the end of the Newsletter and return in good 
time so that we can arrange access. 
 
 The New Year is always a good time for a little spring-cleaning and in preparation for 
the AGM the Committee have worked to ensure that our Branch Membership details are up 
to date and that we send our Newsletter to the right people.  As a result of this work, and to 
make sure that we reach all our members, we have expanded the distribution of this edition.  
If you do not wish to receive the Newsletter in future, or if any of your details are inaccurate 
and/or you need to update your membership, please complete the proforma on the ‘Branch 
Administration’ page and, for subscriptions, follow the guidance inside the back cover.  
There is also the option for you to receive the Newsletter via email in future:  if this suits 
you, it would reduce our costs and would enhance our ‘green’ credentials!  Please let us 
know. 

 
As a special feature for this, and subsequent, Newsletters, I am very pleased that as 

a result of the publishing efforts of our immediate past-Chairman Gp Capt Mike Connor, we 
are able to include an extract from the memoir of our Branch Honorary President Sqn Ldr 
(Retd) Edward Hearn DFC*.  The ‘Chronicle of a Passer By’ provides a fascinating personal 
reflection on life and times that are of particular interest to us all.  These extracts will not be 
able to do full justice to the ‘Chronicle’ but will, I am sure, whet your appetite for the time 
when, we hope, it will be published in full.  We would welcome your own reminiscences 
should you wish to share them:  please let me know. 

 
Regarding Branch activity this year, I am pleased to be able to advise that once 

again the Duisburg Military Golf Club have very kindly agreed to host our major fund-raising 
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event the Barry Horton Memorial Golf Trophy on Friday 1 July.  Additionally we plan full 
Branch participation in ceremonial and social events in Belgium and UK during the coming 
year.  Details will be advised at the AGM and in the next Newsletter.  At the AGM I would 
also like to address Branch participation in the RAFA Overseas Area meetings (scheduled 
for Eastbourne UK 13-15 May 11 and in Paphos, Cyprus 7-9 Oct 11) and to seek further 
guidance on how the Committee should approach welfare and social activities.  Personally I 
believe that we could do more to take forward the RAFA intent of providing ’Friendship, Help 
and Support’ for our members.  The Committee will make some proposals, but if others 
have views, please let me know, preferably in advance of the AGM.  

 
We also need to remember the stark realities of the current political, military and 

economic climate.  Our serving colleagues are continuing to support live combat operations 
and this has increasing impact on the individuals and their families: this activity will continue 
in Afghanistan for the next few years and viewing recent events in North Africa and the 
Middle East, personally I would not at all dismiss the possibility of the need for additional 
involvement of our Armed Forces.  All this, of course, against a background of a reduction in 
RAF capability and funding constraints that directly affect all personnel.  As a result of 
deliberate effort, RAFA as a whole has been most successful in recent years in encouraging 
serving personnel to join the association.  The impact of this ‘new blood’ is very apparent 
from reading ‘Air Mail’ or, for the internet fraternity, by viewing the RAFA website 
www.rafa.org.uk and maybe subscribing to the RAFALog eNewsletter.  Serving Air Force 
personnel in Belgium are, of course, equally impacted by these realities:  I feel that our 
Honorary Chaplain’s ‘Thoughts for the Day’ elsewhere in this edition, are particularly 
apposite and suggest that we, as a Branch, should also seek to investigate how best we 
might involve and support serving members.  

 
Very best regards to you all for a happy, healthy and peaceful 2011.  The Committee 

looks forward to meeting many of you at the AGM on Tuesday 22nd March 2011 at the 
NATO Staff Centre starting at 12:00 hours. 

   
 
 
 

http://www.rafa.org.uk/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BELGIAN BRANCH 
 OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION 

NATO STAFF CENTRE CHALETS – TUESDAY 22ND  MARCH 2011 AT 
1200HRS 

 
AGENDA 

 

 
          

1. Dedication 
 

Honorary 
Chaplain 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The 
NATO Staff Centre, 11 March 2010 
 

Secretary 

3. Chairman’s Address Chairman 
 

4. Election / Re-election of Officers / Committee  
 

Chairman 

5. Treasurer’s Report / Approval of Accounts 2010  
  

Treasurer  

6. Welfare Officer’s Report and Proposals for 2011 Welfare Officer 
 

7. Budget for 2011 Treasurer 
 

8. Any Other Business 
 
Any members who wish to have items included under Any Other 
Business should inform the Chairman by no later than the 11th March 
2011. 

 
                                                 ****************** 
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday 22nd March 2011 at 1200hrs 
 
Venue:        NATO Staff Centre - Chalet 

                    Ave Bourget 
                    1110 Evere   
                                     
Please advise your intention to attend the AGM and/or the Lunch, which 
will be held at circa 1315 hrs following the AGM, by completing the 
proforma on the back page. 
 
Price for Lunch :         €35  
 
If you have any special dietary needs, please let us know. 
 
Please note that payment for the lunch will be taken in cash on the 
day.  It would be very helpful if you could bring the correct money. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
Tuesday 22nd March 2011 

 

1. Extracts from Branch Standing Orders: 
 

a. Only those who have paid their subscription for the current year may vote. 
 

b. Nominations for election must be in writing and signed by two paid-up members and 
must reach the Chairman on or before the 11th March 2011. 
 

c. Branch Officers and Members of the Branch Committee holding office for one year 
are re-eligible for re-election. 
 

d. No person nominated may be elected if not present at the Annual General Meeting 
unless his/her absence is justified and the Members present approve his/her 
election in absentia. 

 
2. The following remain as officers of the Branch and do not require re-election: 

 

Sqn Ldr (Ret’d) E Hearn Honorary President 

Air Cdre S Dobb Honorary Vice-President 

Lt Gen (Avi) M Donnet                             Life Vice-President 

Father W Peeters Honorary Chaplain 

 
3. The following prospective Committee members are seeking election: 

 

To be Advised Secretary (Designate) 

To be Advised Newsletter Officer 

 
4. The following Committee members are seeking re-election*: 

 

Gp Capt (Ret’d) D Whittingham  Chairman 

Gp Capt (Ret’d) J Hill Vice-Chairman 

Flt Lt N Sinclair Secretary  

Wg Cdr (Ret’d) D Trembaczowski-Ryder  Treasurer 

Mr C Dumont  Assistant Treasurer 

Mrs B Horton  Membership Secretary 

Mrs G Walkden Honorary Welfare Officer 

Mrs D Whittingham                             Assistant Honorary Welfare Officer 

  

 
 

* - ‘Proposer’ and ‘Seconder’ will be sought from the meeting. 
 

 



7 
 

Royal Air Forces Association 

Belgian Branch 

Summary Statement of Euro Accounts – 2010 

 

Income       Euro 

 

Subscriptions         176.00 

Donations          658.00 

Interest          459.00 

Social Events (net)      3,206.35 

RAFBF Grant      1,142.00 

Wings Appeal         535.00 6,176.35 

 

Expenditure 

 

Welfare: 

 Welfare grants (Holidays)      692.75 

 RAFBF Grants Paid       571.00 

 Christmas Gifts (10)       987.69 

Subscription to HQ     1,000.00 

Wings Appeal Payment to HQ for 2010  1,500.00 4,751.44 

 

Branch Expenses: 

 Postage         201.09 

 Bank Charges          76.30 

 Newsletter (x 4)        971.38 

 Wreaths         438.53 

 Postbox Rent           50.00 

          1,737.30 

TOTAL         6,488.74 

 

Excess of Expenditure over Income        312.39 
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Royal Air Forces Association 

Belgian Branch 

Statement of Accounts – 2010 

 

Assets and Liabilities as at 31/12/10 

 

Assets         Euros 

 

BNP Paribas Fortis Bank (Deposit)     20,000.00 

BNP Paribas Fortis Bank (Welfare)       2,019.89 

CCP            4,792.76 

HQ Account (UK)
1
            606.70 

Petty Cash                  0.00 

 

TOTAL         27,419.35 

 

Liabilities 

 

Barry Horton Memorial Fund        1,664.47 

Gibraltar Expenses reimbursement          913.86 

Second RAFBF Grant payment           571.00 

Accounts Payable: 

Welfare Expenses (09)           224.16 

Welfare Expenses (10)              387.57 

Newsletter Dec 10                 254.40 

Postage x 2 (10)            130.07 

 

TOTAL           4145.53 

 

Net Asset Surplus at 31/12/10      23,273.82 

 

                                            
1 Exchange rate 31/12/10 Euro/£ 1.18.  £514.15 = 606.70 
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Royal Air Forces Association 

Belgian Branch 

Statement of Accounts – 2010 

 

CCP Bank Account (BPost)      Euros 

 

Opening balance 01/01/10       6,246.08 

 

Income       Euro 

 

Subscriptions         176.00 

Donations          608.00 

Social Events (net)      3,206.35 

Wings Appeal         535.00  4,525.35 

 

Total (Opening balance plus income):     10,771.43 

 

Expenditure 

 

Welfare: 

 Transfer to Welfare    1,500.00 

 Donations to Welfare       275.00 

Subscriptions (09) to HQ     1,000.00 

Wings Appeal Payment to HQ for 2010  1,500.00 4,275.00 

 

Branch Expenses: 

 Postage         201.09 

 Bank Charges         42.67 

 Newsletter (x 4, inc one from 09)     971.38 

 Wreaths         438.53 

 Postbox Rent          50.00 

          1,703.67 

 

Total Expenditure:        5,978.67 

 

Closing Balance 31/12/10      4,792.76 
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Royal Air Forces Association 

Belgian Branch 

Statement of Accounts – 2010 

 

Welfare Bank Account (BNP Paribas Fortis)   Euros 

 

Opening balance 01/01/10       878.96 

 

Income 

Donations (inc 275.00 from CCP)      325.00 

Transfer from CCP (for welfare)   1,500.00 

 Interest from Deposit Account       459.00 

 RAFBF Grant      1,142.00  3,426.00 

 

Expenditure 

 RAFBF Grants paid        571.00 

 Welfare grants         692.75 

 Christmas gifts (2010)        987.69 

 Bank Charges           33.63  2,285.07 

 

 

Closing Balance 31/12/09      2,019.89 
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Royal Air Forces Association 

Belgian Branch 

Statement of Accounts – 2010 

 

HQ Account (UK) 

       £   Euros 

 

Opening Balance 01/01/09  - 625.48   - 706.79 

 

Income: 

 Wings Appeal 10   1,240.80   1,500.00 

Subscriptions (from CCP)    856.02 

Reimbursement Gib Conf    774.46 

 

Total      2,871.28   3,301.97 

 

Expenditure: 

 Wings Appeal 10   1,240.80 

 Blackpool Conf      259.15 

 Subscriptions      231.70 

 

Total      1,731.65   2,043.35 

 

Closing balance       514.15      606.70 

 

Notes: 

1. Exchange rate  31/12/10 £/Euro  1.18 
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RAFA BELGIAN BRANCH A.S.B.L 

 

BUDGET 2011 

 

 

INCOME        Euro 

 

Subscriptions          500 

Donations           500 

Wings Appeal       1,000 

Interest           500 

Social Events       3,000 

 

Total Income       5,500 

 

 

EXPENSES 

 

Wings Appeal – transfer to UK     1,000 

Subscriptions – transfer to UK        400 

Welfare: 

 Branch grants      2,000 

 Expenses          300 

 Christmas Gifts      1,500 

Newsletters – printing         700 

 

Total         5,400 

    

Administration: 

 Rent            50 

 Postage         300 

 Insurance           60 

 Bank Charges          70 

Miscellaneous        100 

 

Total           580 

 

Total Expenses       6,480 

 

Excess Expenditure over Income       980 
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THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY 

 
 
We often think of the past as part of our lives and right we are.  History also helps us to 
explain what is going on now, and even, in some way, prepares our future.  Souvenirs are 
mostly limited to our own lifetime.  But the values we’ve been fighting for in conflicts 
shouldn’t fade away in the sight of recent trends and fashion like lifestyle.  Dedication to our 
country and mutual respect are surely to be transmitted to youngsters nowadays.  All we’ve 
got has been diligently prepared for many generations.  Commitment to keep and protect 
this treasure is definitely the task of our brave servicemen and women, serving throughout 
the world.  Let us keep in mind that they are continuously in the frontline of civilisation.  May 
our thoughts and prayers accompany them in their mission. 
        
 
 
 

Father Walter Peeters,  
Honorary Chaplain 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
       FOR THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY SINCE THE 2010 AGM 
 

 
Mme Monica Bouzin (Wife of Colonel Aviateur Eric (Toto) Bouzin) 

Mrs Joan Cordier-Morton   

Mr Felix De Meulenaere 

Mrs A Dutry-Soinne 

Capitaine (Flt Lt) Aviateur De Réserve Pierre-Jean Goemaere 

Mr Edouard Goossens 

Mr Guy Hanze 

Captain Reginald Levy DFC 

Mr Jean Parisse  

Colonel Aviateur Fernand Piquin.   

Mrs Rahier-Rigot 

Major Freddie Townsend OBE 

Mr Jules L Verbeet  
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BRANCH ADMINISTRATION 
 
To assist with the Branch administration, and to help us to help you, members are invited to 
complete the proforma below as appropriate and to return it to the Membership Secretary 
Mrs B Horton at Rue de l’Augette 76, 1330 Rixensart  
 
If you prefer, the information may be sent via email to bb.Horton@skynet.be  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAFA MEMBERSHIP 
 
Many of our Branch members are Life Members of the Association and so are not troubled 
by the need to pay annual subscriptions.  However, 2011 fees are now due for annual 
members and for those with 4-year Memberships that expired in 2010. 
 
Subscription are as follows (unchanged from 2010): 
 

Annual and Associate Annual:  22  € 
4-year and Associate 4 year:  60  €   

 
Subscriptions should be paid via your bank in accordance with the guidance inside the back 
cover:  please ensure that you include your details in the ‘communication’ box, including, if 
available, your membership number.  
 
Any donations would be welcome at the same time, but, if you wish to do so, please state 
your intentions clearly. 
 
New members are very welcome.  Associate Membership is open to anyone interested in 
supporting the RAFA:  subscriptions are as above.   
 
NB:  any correspondence should be addressed to the Treasurer. 

         
             Thank you, but I do not wish to receive the Newsletter in future  
 
         

  
 

     Please correct my details to read as below: 
            
 

  
 

    In future I would prefer to receive the Newsletter only via email at 
the address below (please write clearly): 
 
  
 
 

mailto:bb.Horton@skynet.be
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Chronicle of a Passer By 
 

By Edward Harty Elliot Hearn 
 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

It takes a passage of time, perhaps decades, before one realizes that although ones’ 

life is comparable with that of others, there are periods or incidents which are exceptional.  

Not exceptionally good, or exceptionally bad, but, shall we say, different. 

Certainly, my youthful years could be compared with those of my friends and 

neighbours, but there too there was a difference.  My Mother’s first husband was killed 

whilst serving with the British Army in India during the First World War.  The only tangible 

evidence of that memory was when my Mother handed over her first husband’s ceremonial 

sword to Brendan, one of my elder step brothers. 

Widowed in her early thirties after giving birth to five children in different parts of the 

world (India, Malta, Ireland and Britain), she married my Father in 1920.  From this second 

marriage there followed three more boys and a girl.  I was the first born of this second 

alliance.  We children, nine in all, made no distinction between the different parentage, there 

sometimes being closer cross bonds than direct ones. 

The orthodoxy of my Christian names portrayed the traditions of the epoch and also 

gave a glimpse of family ancestry.  ‘Edward’ was one of my Father’s Christian names; 

‘Harty’ was my Mother’s Irish maiden name; ‘Elliot’ was the surname of my Father’s Scots 

mother. 

With eleven mouths to feed, the years prior to 1939 were not plentiful.  There were 

no luxuries, but we got by and were quite happy with our way of life.  Those early years 

were spent facing the sea in Folkestone.  My Father lived as much on that sea as he did on 

land.  We often waited for him to return home, because we knew he would be loaded with 

whole fresh pineapples and cocquilles Saint-Jacques from foreign markets, where they 

were plentiful and much cheaper.  He had undergone heavy bombardment in the many 

ships he had sailed in during the First and Second World Wars.  He was on one of the last 

ships bringing soldiers out of Dunkirk in 1940.  On one occasion he was swept overboard 

and had to swim for his life.  My Mother recounted that this incident left a profound effect on 

him for years.  Also, those years probably accounted for his adopting a taste for whisky. 

Editor’s Note: 
For this first extract from our Honorary Branch Chairman’s ‘Chronicle’ I have 
included the Preface in full, together with extracts from Part One covering ‘The Early 
Years’.  At the end, I have added the full Contents List to give a flavour for the 
delights to come in future editions of the Newsletter. 
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As for my Mother, brothers and sisters, more will be learnt of them as this story 

unfolds.  Although I was separated from them for long periods of time and cannot recount 

their daily progress, I can remember my own years and where their presence or image 

intervened. 

It will be seen that the names or surnames have not always been attached to the 

personalities appearing in the text.  In many cases there has been no awareness of those 

names.  In others their use has been deliberately avoided so as not to cause 

embarrassment to those concerned.  Only in one episode, that of the Adjutant, have 

pseudonyms been employed. 

With those reservations, the whole of the events described in this narrative follow the 

truth and the personalities are real persons.  There has been no distortion of the facts, or 

indeed unnecessary embellishments to the details. 

 

Edward Harty Elliot Hearn 

Brussels 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART ONE – 1921-1939 

 

“The Future is something which everyone reaches at sixty  

minutes an hour, whatever he does, wherever he is.” 

 

 

Clive Lewis 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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1. The Early Years 

 

…………………………………………………. 

 

I do not know where, or on what occasion, my Father met my Mother.  There were 

already five children from my Mother’s first marriage – Paddy, Charles, Cissie, Freddy and 

Brendan.  The death of her first husband while in India must have been a tragedy, but the 

meeting with my Father fortunate for the welfare of the family. 

My first vivid recollection of the apartment on the Marine Parade [in Folkestone] was 

lying upright in that enormous bed drawing a house which I had painfully constructed brick 

by brick in pencil on a sheet of cartridge paper.  I imagine we were waiting for my Father to 

return from one of his many trips.  He was very proud of his ships.  They ranged over the 

years from the SS Maid of Orleans through to the SS Antrim, the SS Invicta and the SS 

Princess Victoria. 

As I grew older, I came to know my step-brothers and sisters.  Paddy was aiming for 

a nursing career, Charles had joined the Green Howards Regiment, Cissie was already bent 

on becoming a nun and Freddy was staying with Aunt Emmie in Dover whilst attending 

Dover Grammar School.  Brendan was in a private college.  My aunts and uncles were 

about too – the former loosely dressed in long linen clothes and the latter heavily 

moustached in their drainpipe trousers.  When we saw them, which was often, they seemed 

to be surrounded by cats and dogs. 

I suppose we must have moved uptown about 1923 when brother Cecil arrived and 

the apartment on Marine Parade was too small.  Pat was born on St Patrick’s Day in 1925 

and Eileen arrived last in November 1926.  So, with the newcomers from the second 

marriage, we were now eleven – nine children plus Father and Mother. 

My Mother was born in a stone built cottage in Connemara in May 1887 so by the 

time Eileen was born she was already a very young looking 39 years of age and I was a 

healthy five year old beginning my school years in St Mary’s Higher Grade School. 

At the start of my first school term, during the first few days, I was accompanied by a 

parent.  After that, I was left to walk (or run) the two plus miles to and fro from school in the 

morning, the same again at midday, then the journey home in the evening – a total of ten 

miles a day, winter and summer.  There were no school meals and for our morning and 

afternoon breaks we bought yesterday’s buns from our own tuck shop, which was 

Stricklands the bakers in their shop next door to the school.  In the lower forms, we all had 

to sleep, or pretend to sleep, on cane coverings spread on the floor for half an hour every 

afternoon. 

The exciting times were the three weeks before Christmas, which we spent making 

and placing paper chain decorations, and the enforced summer holidays spent with Aunt 

Emmie in Dover, seven miles along the coast.  I always looked forward to those summer 

holidays then, after a few days in Aunt Emmie’s residence, longed to get back home.  This 
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was because Aunt Emmie was an insistent believer in phrenology and spent most of the 

time studying the external contours of my cranium.  Whilst in her house, I always seemed to 

be hungry and raided her larder in secret looking for sweetmeats and chocolate.  I 

continually wondered whether she would phrenologically discover these misdemeanours. 

……………………………………….. 

As we grew in age, we came to know Folkestone better.  It was a thriving and busy 

resort with pleasure sailings from the port to Boulogne, Ostend and Calais, its skating rink at 

the Pavilion, the Arthur Brough Players on the Leas, contemporary theatre performances at 

the Pleasure Gardens Theatre, the four cinemas vying for audiences and the Military Bands 

playing on the Leas. 

On Sunday mornings, the Leas was the promenade of the week – all the males 

properly dressed and wearing ties and the ladies in their best dresses, hats and shoes.  

Babies were pushed in handsome prams by winsome nurses in uniform.  Down on the Fish 

Market the weekly catch was auctioned and the Fishermen’s colony was an added 

attraction. 

A three-course luncheon could be had for one shilling and sixpence (7½ new pence) 

at Bobby’s on the Sandgate Road and tea there was accompanied by soft playing music.  

The day return to London by train cost seven shillings and sixpence (38 new pence).  Post 

was delivered and collected three times a day.  Model ‘T’ Ford cars and fluted bonnet 

Vauxhalls travelled at modest speeds through the town thoroughfares. 

The depression came quite suddenly in the thirties.  In a matter of weeks, coal was 

unobtainable and luxuries disappeared from the shops.  It became so serious on the arrival 

of winter that we had to search for firewood and even got to the desperate stage of breaking 

up old furniture to fuel the fires.  We had our own garden, which helped, though we nearly 

exhausted our good humour because of the everlasting appearance of rhubarb pie!   

……………………………………………. 

At the time of the General Election, the whole school was invited to a tea party given 

by Sir Phillip Sassoon, one of the candidates.  The adults supped tea whilst students 

munched hot buns and drank lemonade or fruit juice.  All the boys and girls were given an 

orange.  One of my schoolmates was forbidden to attend by his father who was 

diametrically opposed to Sir Phillip’s beliefs and thought the whole show was blatant 

electioneering which, of course, it was.  That did not prevent many from attending the free 

food and tea party, though they had not the slightest intention of voting for the host. 

Towards the end of my school days the depression in the country eased.  It was also 

the time of many memorable events.  Charlie Chaplin returned to his native London to 

attend the first performance of ‘City Lights’.  The most brilliant and successful of Noel 

Coward’s plays, ‘Cavalcade’, was first produced in Drury Lane.  Sir Thomas Lipton made his 

last attempt to win the America’s Cup in his new yacht, ‘Shamrock V’.  Amy Johnson flew 

solo from Croydon to Australia in 19½ days.  Sir Henry Segrave unofficially broke the world 

speedboat record on Lake Windermere and killed himself in the attempt.  Captain Malcolm 



19 
 

Campbell broke the land speed record by reaching 245.7 miles per hour at Daytona Beach.  

The Duke of Kent married Princess Marina of Greece.  F.J. Perry won the men’s singles at 

Wimbledon and ‘Belisha Beacons’ appeared on pedestrian crossings.  National rejoicing 

took place to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of King George’s reign. 

During my schooldays, pocket money was almost non-existent.  I tried to augment 

this by drawing and painting without much success.  I designed several book covers which 

were all rejected.  I tried my hand at cartoons, but that failed too.  I also did a poster for a 

laundry.  The lettering was in red poster colour and the background vellum.  The laundry 

owner, who gave me the commission, was very pleased with the result until the day after it 

was stuck on the inside of his window.  The lettering on the vellum disappeared with the 

heat of the laundry and the owner demanded his money back.  One of my few successes 

was a poster vividly illustrating the title of a film show in the Church Hall – ‘In Hoc Signo 

Vinces’.  It was displayed for several weeks in the Church porch and was much acclaimed 

but, of course, it carried no payment as it was for the ‘cause’. 

In my spare time, I read the whole of Léon XIII’s ‘Rerum Novarum’ from beginning to 

end and thought it to be a social epic (and still do!).  The years of my childhood and 

approaching youth passed without me being able to recall any serious incidents to mar the 

tranquil movement of time (apart from minor quarrels about His Holiness the Pope!).  

Learning and playing, the company of many brothers and sisters, friendly rivalry amongst 

school friends, the yearly visits to London, preparations for the Easter and Christmas 

holidays, and even the routine vacations with Aunt Emmie and her head probing were the 

sum of a whole period of relative happiness.   

                                                                                              To be Continued   
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RAF Code Names and Vocabulary (continued)  Page 16 of 18 

taps - controls, indicators in the cockpit or cabin of an aircraft 
target for tonight - girl friend 
tatered - depressed by unexciting patrols 
taters (sack of) - load of bombs delivered to same address 
taxi - plane carrying small number of passengers 
taxidermist (go and see) - go and get stuffed 
taxi-driver - instructor at a school of air navigation 
tear off a strip - reprimand, "take down a peg" 
teased out - exhausted or very tired after long duty on a patrol or raid 
teat - electric button which fires the guns (or tit, also for dropping bombs) 
Tee Emm - RAF Magazine (as in Training Manual), post war retitled Happy Landings 
tee up - prepare a job, to get ready. 
ten-tenths - no visibility because of total cloud cover - also 10/10ths flak - very heavy concentration 
Theatre or Theatre of Operations - geographic area where combat was taking place - eg: The 

Mediterranean Theatre, The Far East Theatre etc. : US - ETO European Theater of Operations 
three months bumps - 3 month course of training in flying 
three pointer - excellent landing (on all three wheels) 
Thum - Weather reporting flight 
THUNDERCLAP - Plan to deliver a sudden, catastrophic blow by bombing Berlin and other cities 
with a view to bringing about German surrender 
ticket - pilot's certificate 
tiggerty-boo (tickety-boo) - all in order (tiggerty from the Hindustani teega) 
tin basher - metal worker 
tin fish - torpedo 
Tinsel - broadcasting bomber engine noises on the German fighter control frequencies 
titfa/titfer - cap, steel hat (rhyming slang tit-for-tat) 
Tommy - after Tommy Atkins (Kipling) - originally used to denote the British infantryman - later to be 

used by the Germans as "tommi" as their equivalent to "Gerry" : US equivalent - "G.I." 
tool along - fly aimlessly 
totem-pole - airfield lighting equipment of this shape 
TORCH - Allied invasion of French North Africa in 1942 
touch bottom - crash 
touch down - to land 
tour (of operations) - initially a period of time, later a number of ops, that a bomber crewman had to 

complete before being screened  
toy - a training aircraft or Link Trainer 
toys - mechanical parts of a plane beloved of the armourers and mechanics 
tracer - a type of machine gun round which glowed as it moved showing the way to the target and 

allowing for adjustments in sighting - unfortunately also gave away the firer's position - usually every 
fourth round was a tracer  
train (driving the) - leading more than one squadron into battle 
Trenchard Brat - RAF Boy Apprentice: to be a Brat was highly regarded as the training was tough 

and the standards demanded were high; many achieved distinction 
trip - an op 
TRIDENT- The third Washington Conference, May 1943 
trousers - fairing of the undercarriage legs of certain types of aircraft, see also spats 
tug - plane which tows gliders or targets 

 

RAF Code Names and Vocabulary (continued)  Page 17 of 18 

turn up the wick - open the throttle 
turnip bashing - drill on the square or in fields 
twilights - Summer-weight lighter coloured underwear of the WAAF 
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twit - see clot 
twitch - body tremors developed by aircrew after a number of operations - "he's got the twitch" - 

sign of operational stress 
two-six (2-6) - general base call "down the flights", all personnel needed on a job 

type - a kind of person ( as in: "he's a ropey type" or "he's a bolshie type") 

umbrella - parachute 
undercart - the undercarriage of an aircraft - two main wheels and a tail wheel in the case of 

"taildraggers" like the Wellington - two main and a nosewheel for "tricycle" aircraft like the B-24 - 
attempting a landing with the 'cart "up" was considered a "putting up a large black" for the pilot 
upstairs - in the air 
up top - flying high 
UP - projector for firing Z rockets 

VARSITY - Airborne operation to facilitate the crossing of the River Rhine in March 1945 
Vees - a brand of wartime cigarette 
vegetables - acoustic or magnetic mines sowed on gardening expeditions to various "beds" 
V Force - the RAF's strategic jet bomber fleet of Valiants, Victors and Vulcans 
vic - aircraft formation in the shape of a "vee" usually three aircraft but could be more 
Vic - Vickers Victoria or Vickers Valencia aircraft 
view - RAF personnel always take a "view" of things: good, poor, dim, long distance view, lean view, 
outside view, "Ropey" view 
visiting card - bomb 

waafize - the substitution of WAAF for male members of a unit 
wad - cake or bun or scone "char and a wad" 
waffle/waffling - out of control, losing height; or cruising along unconcernedly and indecisively 
wallah - chap or fellow 
wallop - beer 
wanks - strong liquor 
washed out - scrubbed - to fail as a student pilot - bomb aimers or navigators in particular were 

often scrubbed pilots 
Wassermann - German early warning radar 
wear (it) - tolerate, accept, permit 
weaving - a gentle form of corkscrew - evasive manoeuvre to allow gunners maximum view around 

aircraft, especially below 
weaving (get) - get going, hurry up 
Week-End Air Force - Auxiliary Air Force, 1925 to outbreak of war 
wheels down - get ready to leave a form of transportation 
whiff - Oxygen 
Whirligig - Westland Whirlwind aircraft 
Whispering Death – Beaufighter 

 
With thanks to the 207 Sqn Association  www.association.rafinfo.org.uk 
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      ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2011 
 
 
 

5. I wish to nominate the following to serve as officers on the Committee of the RAFA 
Belgian Branch: 
 
 

OFFICE NAME OF NOMINEE 
SIGNATURE OF 

NOMINEE 

Secretary   

Newsletter Officer 
  

     

   

 
Name of Proposer: 
 
Signature and date: 
 
Name of Seconders: 
 
Signature and date: 
 

 
 

PAYMENT OF RAFA MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 
If your need to pay 2011 membership fees, please complete a Virement or make electronic 
transfer via your bank to our RAFA Belgian Branch ING account: 
 

000-0048204-92 
 
Please include your membership needs (Annual or 4-year), plus your membership number if 
known in the ‘communications’ message box 
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RAFA BELGIAN BRANCH AGM – ACCESS TO THE NATO STAFF 
CENTRE 

TUESDAY 22ND  MARCH 2011 
 
 

You will all appreciate that there are security measures in force at NATO HQ.  It is 
necessary for the Secretary to inform the NATO Office of Security of all those who will be 
attending the AGM.  In order to ensure unhindered access to the NATO Staff Centre, please 
complete the table. 
 
If you are offering a lift to someone in your vehicle then please include them in your table.  If 
you are receiving a lift, there is no need to return the form but please ensure that those 
offering you the lift have all your details.  
 
 

ACCESS DETAILS FOR RAFA AGM – NATO STAFF CENTRE 22 MAR 11 

Name/Nom 

Date of 
Birth/Date 

de 
Naissance 

Nationality/ 
Nationalité 

Vehicle 
Registration/ 

Immatriculation 
des véhicules 

Attending Lunch 
(Y/N)?/ 

Fréquentant 
Déjeuner (O/N)? 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 
In order that we can provide exact numbers for those attending the AGM lunch, please 
indicate your attendance in the table above plus any special dietary requirements.  The 
cost for the lunch will be €35 and will be taken as cash on the day.  
 
All details above should be passed to the Secretary, via email Nicola.Sinclair@fco.gov.uk 
or by completing the above proforma and returning it to the address below, no later than 
the 11th March 2011: 

 
Flt Lt N J M Sinclair 
UK Del NATO 
Boulevard Leopold III 
1110 Brussels 
 
 
In case of short-notice changes please contact the Secretary on 02.707.7568 or the 
Chairman on 0494.717244.  
 
 

mailto:Nicola.Sinclair@fco.gov.uk

