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From:  Group Captain R J Whittingham FRAeS, Royal Air Force (Retired) 

         Brussels 
            24th May 2013 
Dear Friends, 

CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION 

Well, maybe by the time you read this, we will have reached some real 
springtime weather:  I do hope so as a bit of sunshine really lifts the spirits.  This is a 
Newsletter of sad news and good news.  Sad news because we include obituaries of 
5 dear friends and colleagues of the Belgian Branch: Andrée de Norman and 
Christine Worthington who were long-standing Committee members, Josette Demey-
Bens one of our sadly now dwindling number of World War II WAAFs, and RAF 
aircrew Gustave Rens and Jean-Pierre Cornet. They all gave so much and we miss 
them. 

The good news is that your Branch has achieved RAFA National recognition 
by winning the annual prize for the best Branch Newsletter.  Since this is a 
competition amongst all 450 RAFA Branches world-wide, this is a matter for some 
pride:  we now have, temporarily, a nice silver cup to display at our lunches.  The 
second, even better, bit of good news is that I am very pleased to be able to 
announce that Léon Rubin has been awarded a European Area Presidential 
Certificate for his outstanding Lifetime Commitment to the Royal Air Forces 
Association.  Many will remembers Léon as Editor of the Branch Newsletter for 48 
quarterly editions, but he has also been, and remains, an invaluable source of 
information and support to the Branch over many years.  We will present the 
Certificate at a suitable occasion, but in the interim, well done Léon! 

In this edition we also have a very special chapter of Edward Hearn’s 
‘Chronicle of a Passer By’ in which he records his marriage to Paule in Normandy in 
September 1949: a lovely tale of an immediate post-war romance, which still 
endures today.   

We also have notification of two important RAFA events.  Firstly, as 
advertised in Newsletter 109, the Barry Horton Memorial Golf Match to be held at 
Duisburg Military Golf Club on the afternoon and evening of Friday 28 th June.  If you 
have not already done so, please see page 22 for the latest information and register 
with me prior to 19 June.  Secondly, please see page 22 and the ‘poster’ on the back 
page for details of our Commemoration Service and lunch to be held in the National 
Basilica on Saturday 28 September.  This promises to be a memorable event, so 
please circulate to colleagues and come yourself if you can. 

Updated details of our events and news will be posted on our website, please 
visit regularly to keep in touch:  if you need help, please contact the Webmaster. 

   Yours most sincerely, 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION 
Maison des Ailes – Rue Montoyer 1-B 33-1040 Brussels  
       Branch No: 0645 
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
Hon Patron: H.E. Jonathan Brenton British Ambassador 
Branch Honorary Co-Presidents:  
       Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper KBE MA FCMI RAF 
       Sqn Ldr (Ret’d) E Hearn DFC* 
Life Vice President:  Lt Gen Baron M Donnet CVO DFC 
Branch Honorary Vice President: 
       Air Commodore A S Corbett MBE MA BA RAF 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BELGIAN BRANCH OF THE ROYAL 

AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION  
 NATO STAFF CENTRE 5TH MARCH 2013 

 

Present: 
Gp Capt (Ret’d) R Whittingham  
Wg Cdr (Ret’d) D Ryder 
Mrs G Walkden 
Mrs D Whittingham  
Mrs B Horton 
Father W Peeters 
Wg Cdr (Ret’d) R Jenkins 
Mr J-P Blanckaert 
Sgt R Atha 
Mr L Rubin 
Mrs R Rubin 
Mrs A Dumon 
Mr R Laumans 
Sgt M Lawson 

 
Chairman 
Honorary Treasurer 
Honorary Welfare Officer (HWO) 
Assistant HWO (AHWO) 
Membership Secretary 
Honorary Chaplain 
Branch Webmaster 
Standard Bearer 
SHAPE RAFA Liaison Officer (RAFALO) 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Secretary 

Apologies: 

Air Marshal Sir C Harper 
Sqn Ldr (Ret’d) E Hearn 
Air Cdre S Corbett 
H.E. Jonathan Brenton 
Lt Gen Baron M Donnet 
Wg Cdr G Ward 
Gp Capt (Ret’d) M Conner 
Mrs A de Norman 
Ctsse B d’Oultremont 
Mrs H Van Wersch 
Air Cdre (Ret’d) M Brzezicki 
Flt Lt A Walker 

 
Honorary Co-President 
Honorary Co-President 
Honorary Vice President 
Honorary Patron 
Life Vice President 
Vice-Chair 
Past Branch Chairman 
 
 
 
 
Secretary 

 

ITEM 1 - DEDICATION 

 
1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly those who were 
attending their first AGM.  He noted that it was a very busy time for NATO which 
prevented the Honorary Co-President Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper and his ADC 
Flt Lt Walker from attending, and that the Honorary Vice President Air Cdre Sean 
Corbett and Vice Chair Wg Cdr Gill Ward were on duty. The Chairman passed on the 
best regards of the meeting to Honorary Co-President Sqn Ldr Edward Hearn and to 
Branch Life Vice President General Baron Mike Donnet who also could not be in 
attendance.  

 
Belgian Branch A.S.B.L. 
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2. At the invitation of the Chairman, the meeting stood as the Honorary Chaplain Father 
Peeters delivered the Dedication (In Friendship and in service one to another, we are 
pledged to keep alive the memory of those of all Nations who died in the Royal Air Force 
and in the Air Forces of the Commonwealth. In their name we give ourselves to this 
noble cause. Proudly and thankfully we will remember them.), and remembered those 
members of the RAFA Belgian Branch who had passed away since the previous AGM: 
Josette Demey-Bens, Lucien-Francois Devadder,  Frans Douwes,  Robert Francois,  A 
Ingram, Guy Lebizay, Gp Capt John Scotter Owen, Raoul Schreiden, Amanda 
‘Mouchka’ Stassart-Désir,  Col Avi Henri Verbruggen,  Jean-Pierre Vermeiren, Christine 
Worthington-Dumont. 
 
ITEM 2 – MINUTES OF THE 2012 AGM 

 
3. The Chairman advised that no comments had been received on the minutes of the 
last AGM held on 15 Mar 12, and the Chairman sought AGM approval of the minutes as 
published in Newsletter 106.  
 
4. The minutes of the AGM held at the NATO Staff Centre on 15 Mar 12, were 
approved.  
 
Proposed by Mr D Trembaczowski-Ryder and seconded by Father W Peeters  
Carried Unanimously  

 
ITEM 3 – CHAIRMANS ADDRESS 

 
5. In his Address, (see Enclosure 1 for the full text), the Chairman highlighted that the 
AGM has 3 roles: to provide a stock-take of our Branch for the past year, to provide the 
Committee with guidance on the priorities and activities for the coming year, and to 
agree the Committee for 2013. He warmly thanked the Committee for their hard work 
and outstanding dedication to duty.  
 

ITEM 4 – ELECTION / RE-ELECTION OF OFFICERS / COMMITTEE 
 
6. Officers not requiring Election. The Chairman noted that as Officers of the Branch, 

Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper, Sqn Ldr (Ret’d) E Hearn, Lt Gen Baron M Donnet, 
Air Cdre S Corbett and Father W Peeters did not require election. He warmly thanked 
them for the time and energy they gave in supporting Branch activity.  
 
7. Elect Prospective new Committee Members. The Chairman introduced Flt Lt 
Arlene Walker, Sgt Mark Lawson and Sgt Richard Atha noting with much pleasure that 
they had very kindly volunteered to bring the Committee up to full strength, and sought 
AGM approval for:  
 

a. Flt Lt Walker as Secretary 
b. Sgt Lawson as Deputy Secretary 
c. Sgt Atha (RAFA Liaison Officer, SHAPE), as SHAPE representative. 

  
Proposed by Mrs G Walkden and seconded by Mrs B Horton.  
Carried Unanimously.  
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8. Re-elect Existing Committee Members. The Chairman sought AGM approval, en 
masse for the following Committee members seeking re-election: 
 

a. Gp Capt (Ret’d) R Whittingham (Chairman)   

b. Wg Cdr (Ret’d) G Ward (Vice Chair) 
c. Wg Cdr (Ret’d) D Trembaczowski-Ryder (Treasurer)  

d. Mrs G Walkden (HWO)  

e. Mrs B Horton (Membership Secretary)  

f. Mrs D Whittingham (Assistant HWO)  
g. Wg Cdr (Ret’d) R Jenkins (Branch Webmaster) 

 
Proposed by Mr R Laumans and seconded by Sgt R Atha  
Carried Unanimously.  
 
9. The AGM noted that the previous Secretary Sqn Ldr Hannah French had resigned 
from the Committee on posting during 2012.  The Chairman expressed his thanks for all 
her hard work and congratulated her on her promotion. 
 

ITEM 5 – TREASURER’S REPORT / APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2012 
 
10. Following an invitation from the Chairman, Wg Cdr (Ret’d) D Trembaczowski-Ryder 
presented his Treasurer’s Report and the 2012 accounts as circulated in Newsletter 109. 
He noted that due to the receipt of generous donations, the deposit account remained at 
the same level as for the previous year and that the Net Asset Surplus had increased by 
some 800 Euros.  He also noted that difficulties in administering the BPost account had 
led to a temporary deficit on the UK account and hence the committee had decided to 
close the BPost account and consolidate on accounts with Fortis Bank.  
 
11. The Chairman noted the excellent and accurate job the Treasurer had done, and 
sought the approval of the AGM for the 2012 Accounts as circulated in Newsletter 109 
(copy at Enclosure 2).  
 
Proposed by Father W Peeters and seconded by Wg Cdr (Ret’d) R Jenkins.  
Carried Unanimously. 

 
12. The Chairman also sought, as required under Belgian ASBL legislation, the 
agreement of the AGM that the Committee members had satisfactorily discharged their 
administrative duties with respect to the accounts. 
 
Proposed by Sgt R Atha and seconded by Mr L Rubin.  
Carried Unanimously. 
 

ITEM 6 – WELFARE REPORT AND PROPOSALS FOR 2013 
 

13. When delivering her Welfare Report (see Enclosure 3), Mrs G Walkden paid special 
tribute to Mrs Christine Worthington who had passed away recently and who had 
provided invaluable support to the Branch for 10 years as Assistant HWO.  The 
Chairman invited the AGM to endorse the report. 
 
Proposed by Mrs B Horton and seconded by Mr R Laumans.     Carried Unanimously. 
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14. On behalf of the AGM, the Chairman thanked Mrs Walkden for her comprehensive 
report and for the dedication to the Branch and its welfare activity displayed by the 
welfare team, highlighting especially the tenacity and compassion which is required to 
get the support our members need from the RAF Benevolent Fund and from the Belgian 
Care System.   
 

ITEM 7 – BUDGET 2013 
 

15. The Treasurer presented his proposed budget for 2013 (as circulated in Newsletter 
109), which, as for 2012, anticipated an excess of expenditure over income of some 
3000 Euros. The Chairman thanked the Treasurer and sought AGM approval for the 
2013 budget as at Enclosure 4 as the basis for Committee budget planning.  
 
Proposed by Sgt R Atha and seconded by Wg Cdr (Ret’d) R Jenkins.  
Carried Unanimously.  
 

ITEM 8 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
ITEM 8.1 – COST OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
16. The Chairman highlighted that the Central Council have become concerned that the 
costs of servicing membership far exceeds the annual income from membership fees 
and that they have invited Branches to consider what actions should be taken.  Noting 
that supporting papers and a draft Branch Resolution prepared by the Committee were 
circulated in Newsletter 109 (pages 15 – 17), the Chairman sought the views of the 
AGM.  
 
17. Mr L Rubin supported the draft Resolution, but recommended that it be amended to 
also invite existing Life Members to pay annual membership fees at an agreed level, if 
they so wished.   
 
18. Following general discussion, the Chairman invited the AGM to agree the revised text 
of key points as at Enclosure 5, incorporating the proposal from Mr L Rubin at para 17 
above, and that it should be forwarded to Central Council and the European Area HQ.   
 
Proposed by Mr L Rubin and seconded by Mrs B Horton  
Carried Unanimously.  
 

ITEM 9 – CLOSING REMARKS 

 
19. The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and continued support, and 
closed the meeting. 

 
  31  March 2013  
 
Enclosures: 
1. Extracts from the Chairman’s Address 
2. Treasurer’s Statement of Accounts 2012 (Omitted - see Newsletter 109 pages 6 to 9) 
3. Honorary Welfare Officer’s Report 
4. Branch Budget for 2013 (Omitted - see Newsletter 109 page 10) 
5. Branch view on Cost of Membership – Key Points for CHQ
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ITEM 3 – EXTRACTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 

The AGM has 3 roles: to provide a stock-take of our Branch for the past year, to provide the 
Committee with guidance on the priorities and activities for the coming year, and to agree the 
Committee for 2013.  The key driver of our activities at the moment is money: last year the AGM 
agreed to continue the policy adopted the previous year that whilst we would continue with our fund 
raising activities, we would run at a deficit to enable us to give maximum comradeship and welfare 
support to our members.  Our Treasurer will go into the details under Item 5, but you will see that in 
fact, our overall Net Asset Surplus actually increased last year.  This was entirely due to the kindness 
of our members who have made substantial donations to the Branch: I have highlighted those 
especially involved in the Newsletter, but let me also mention here our heartfelt thanks to Dorothy 
Burch (ex-WAAF and Belgian Branch member who remembers her time here very fondly) and Ann 
Robins (in memory of her father Stan who was a long-time Branch member).  The Committee is 
dedicated to spending these donations wisely, using them for welfare support and to foster 
comradeship and comfort amongst our members.  Small amounts can really make a lot of difference 
to ‘quality of life’ and such support is absolutely in the spirit of the RAFA. 

I would not discourage, of course, other members making donations, or indeed bequests, to the 
Branch in the future, but such income must be viewed at ‘windfalls’.  We must, therefore, develop our 
budget, for discussion under item 7, on the assumption that we are self-sufficient, and hence the 
committee proposes the continuance of our annual deficit approach.  Our Treasurer David is doing a 
super job, and I believe we should all give him our support. 

On the welfare front, as you will hear from our Honorary Welfare Officer (HWO) under Item 6, the 
pace of activities has rather increased. I am very pleased to note that some of our newer (younger) 
members are also assisting with this load – just giving a little time and thought can make a big 
difference to those who have limited mobility, and I would encourage all members to assist where they 
can. We are very lucky that our HWO, supported by her able assistant, is an expert at not only using 
our Branch funds wisely, but also at persuading the RAF Benevolent Fund to provide support where 
appropriate.  I am sure that we have very much met the direction of last year’s AGM to enhance our 
welfare and friendship support, and thanks to Ghislaine’s and Deborah’s hard work, this has really 
made a difference to a number of our members.   

For our events last year, the highlight was our Barry Horton Memorial Golf Match in June – well done 
to all who participated and contributed. In addition to that, the Branch has also had the honour and 
pleasure to support a number of Air Force associated events throughout Belgium, many in association 
with our good colleagues from the Comet Line and the Royal British Legion and the Belgian Veterans 
associations.  Sadly we have also been represented at a number of funerals of colleagues in the past 
year:  my thoughts particularly go to Monique Owen in Brugge at the death of her husband John, and 
to the family of Christine Worthington our past Assistant HWO who died recently.   

 I would like to give a special word of thanks to our Standard Bearer Jean-Pierre Blanckaert, he 
attends many of these events, both with others and sometimes as our sole representative.  Always he 
adds a very special touch and really ‘flies the flag’ in honour of the Branch and the wider Association.  
J-P well done, and very many thanks.  

So, where to from here?  I think that our new innovation since last year of the Branch Website has 
made a real difference to members’ ability to keep in touch with the Branch and its people and 
activities.  Bob Jenkins the webmaster has done a really super job in establishing a very effective and 
professional site, so very many thanks to him.  I encourage all members to visit the site regularly to 
pick up the latest news – even if sadly sometimes it is funerals.   

Lastly let me talk about the administrators of the Branch:  your committee.  At last year’s AGM we 
brought the Committee up to strength with a new Vice-Chair Wg Cdr Gill Ward and Webmaster Bob 
Jenkins.  As you will see under the next Agenda Item all members of the committee have agreed to 
stay on for this year and, additionally, we have volunteers to provide support from SHAPE and to 
support the Branch Secretariat.  This is very good news – it is the committee that provides the focus, 
so strong committee means strong branch (and vice versa). Just a small note of caution. Some of us 
have now been on the committee for some years, and next year we may well see a change of blood – 
so, I would ask all members to think about volunteering to join the committee – we need you! 

Finally, I would like to close by personally thanking all the members of the committee for their 
outstanding dedication to duty and their willingness to brave sometimes awful weather to devote time 
to the committee.  
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RAFA Belgian Branch Welfare Report to AGM 5 March 2013 

We very much regret Christine Worthington’s death. She served with great determination and 
efficiency as Assistant Honorary Welfare Officer during some 10 years. Firstly she made a team with 
Angela Shannon and later with myself, teaching me everything. She was superb in this role and knew 
exactly how to deal with the Belgian social services to reach her goal: helping people in need. We will 
greatly miss her. 

Since the last AGM the Welfare activities have been carried by Deborah Whittingham and I. As was 
indicated in our Annual Case Worker Welfare Report for HQ, in 2012, we have been busier than 
previously, with 78 home and hospital visits and over 500 telephone, mail, postal and non face to face 
contacts, to a dozen cases all around the country. We have dispersed through the Branch welfare 
account a total of € 4.280,42 on this total € 1.500 represents specifically Branch welfare grants. 

We have no new welfare cases as such, but as our membership has become older, the needs for 
medical and social support have become greater. From the welfare side, we are now monitoring the 
couple (mother and son) who required much help in 2011 who are now  receiving all possible 
assistance from their local Social Services, including, we are pleased to see, control of their finances.  

On a financial basis: 

- We are very grateful to the RAF Benevolent Fund for its consistent support, even in 
extending and upgrading the maintenance allowances to a deserving client. These grants 
make a real material difference to the well-being of our clients, and are very much needed 
and appreciated. 

- From our branch funds we have covered: 

-  Support for a member during the final stages of his terminal illness and for his 
widow following her bereavement. 

-  Christmas gifts as explained here under; 

-  Membership to RAFA for one of our paraplegic case. 

As far as visits, social contacts and other activities are concerned:  

We are trying in the best possible manner to acknowledge queries and problems put to us. 

Sadly, however, we are not always in a position to undertake the number of Social calls that 
are requested of us: we are a small team and I am afraid that we must sometimes prioritise. 
However, we are very grateful that some of our Branch members are now  helping us greatly 
in visiting people at home.  

The traditional Christmas visits took place as usual in December in Brussels, Brugge, Ostend, 
Ligny, Waterloo. 

On these Christmas visits we are as usual giving a small Christmas hamper and to the most 
deserving, financial gifts as indicated in the Treasurer report. These were greatly appreciated. 

Holiday scheme  

In 2012 we did not organize the holiday scheme in Ostend due to the fact that no members applied for 
it due to ill health. 

Obituary 

We regret very much the loss of one disabled member that we used to visit regularly; he peacefully 
died  in hospital.  It is also with much sadness that we learned, last week, of the death of our previous 
colleague in the Welfare team, dear Christine Worthington.  

Closing remark 

In closing this report Deborah and I invite members to be alert to welfare and friendship needs and to 
let us know where we might have the opportunity to help. 

We wish to thank all the members for their continuous support and for the financial contributions 
without which we could not have given the help needed. 

Ghislaine Walkden      Deborah Whittingham,                       
Brussels 5 March 2013. 
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BELGIAN BRANCH VIEW ON COST OF MEMBERSHIP AS AGREED AT BRANCH 
AGM ON 5 MARCH 2013 – KEY POINTS FOR CHQ 

 

GENERAL 

RAFA is an organisation designed to support its membership: as such, the 
Association can, quite properly, decide that expenditure on servicing the members 
should exceed the income gained from membership fees. 

Nevertheless, the level of the current imbalance for RAFA as a whole (some £660K 
in 2011) is a cause for concern, and the Association should conduct a thorough 
review of membership costs, and, if necessary, identify ways to boost membership 
income.   

COSTS 

The discussion and resolutions(s) at the Annual Conference should be supported by 
all the relevant facts including a detailed analysis of costs reflecting the planned 
situation for 2013.  

Since the direct manpower cost plus the total of the manpower support costs are 
very significant (over 60% of the total at some £840K for 2011), costs in this area 
should be especially considered for reduction.   

Since AIRMAIL is available via the RAFA website, there would appear to be scope to 
reduce AIRMAIL costs (£202K in 2011, some 15% of the total) by sending only to 
those members who request hard copy. 

INCOME 

The Association should stick to its earlier commitments and not now require 
additional membership fees from Life Members, but should invite existing Life 
Members to pay annual membership fees at an agreed level, if they so wish. 

Associate and Ordinary members now have very similar rights; membership charges 
should be brought to the same level.   

All those who wish to retain hard copy AIR MAIL (including Life Members) should be 
invited to pay the same annual rate (above any annual membership fee). 

ADMINISTRATION 

Central Council is invited to develop and circulate to Branches draft resolution(s) and 
supporting papers well in advance of the May 2013 Annual Conference. 

 

March 2013         Brussels 
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Josette Demey-Bens, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Belgium 13 January 1923 and 
passed away in Ostend on 5 February 
2013, at the age of 90.  Following the 
invasion of Belgium on 10 May 1940, 
she escaped to England on 19 May with 
her parents aboard the ‘Prince Albert’ 
the last mailboat to leave Ostend. At the 
age of 19 in April 1942 she volunteered 
to join the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF) and, following training at 
Innsworth, served at RAF Pershore, 
White Waltham and Chigwell before 
joining the Inspectorate General of the 
Belgian Air Force in London.  At the end 
of 1944 she became the first Belgian 
WAAF at the Belgian Recruiting Mission 
in Brussels where she served until 
demobbed at RAF Wythall 5 June 1946. 
 
bombers. She later worked with the HQ 
Belgian Air Force in London and then in 
1946 in Brussels. 

Josette was one of that rather special group of ladies from Belgium or with 
Belgian connections, who joined the WAAF in the early 40s and who in 
later years formed a strong bond, sustained and supported by the Belgian 
Branch.  Whilst with the Recruiting Mission in Brussels, Josette worked with 
Jessie Van Antwerpen and Dorothy Luchie as well as with Christine 
Worthington (Dumont) who also passed away in February this year.  
Thanks to the thoughtfulness of her family, the Branch now has a copy of 
Josette’s memoire of her time in the WAAF – ‘Down Memory Lane’ which 
may be borrowed by members:  please contact the Editor.  After the War, 
Josette married George Demey in 1946, and then devoted much time to 
gaining official recognition for the status of Belgian WAAFs.  This she finally 
achieved in 1965.  She was a life member of the Belgian Branch of RAFA 
from 1963, and from 1969 took over as Secretary-Treasurer of the Belgian 
Royal Federation of Veterans of the RAF and SAAF 1940-1945.  To quote 
from the last page of her memoire, written at RAF Chigwell in 1944:  when 
the name that I write grows dim on this page, and the leaves of your book 
are yellow with age, remember me kindly and never forget, that wherever I 
am, I remember you yet. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Christine Worthington, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passed away in Le Gibloux de Waterloo 
on 21 February 2013, at the age of 90.  
Born in Belgium 6 April 1922 christened 
Christiane (Dumont), she escaped to 
England in 1942 and, without the 
knowledge of her parents, joined the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAFs). 
She began her training in Shropshire 
and then moved in 1943 to North 
Yorkshire to work with the Canadian 
Group flying Wellington bombers. She 
later worked with the HQ Belgian Air 
Force in London and then in 1946 in 
Brussels. These were harsh and 
dangerous times, but also exciting and 
fulfilling ones for young Christine. To 
quote her, this period was: ‘the making 
of her’ and she ‘loved every minute of it!’ 

Following the war she trained as a social worker and worked in Brussels and 
the Congo before returning to UK, to Oldham in Lancashire, in 1961 to take 
up a post supporting deprived families.  When she retired, she and her 
English husband returned to Belgium.  Christine became a stalwart member 
of the 30-strong ex-WAAF group within the Belgian Branch and then in 1999 
became our Assistant Honorary Welfare Officer.  Her nature and her training 
made her ideal for this role. She had an innate intellectual honesty and a 
sense of fairness and concern which, coupled with her underlying good 
humour, enabled her to get to the root of social problems and to organise 
clear and tactful solutions.  Her diligence and terrier-like determination when 
taking on the authorities, British as well as Belgian, and her intent to do her 
very best for those who needed support, led to many successes, and 
significantly improved the conditions of veterans and their families.  What 
better tribute could anyone have?  Her dedication was such that she 
continued in this role well into her 80s:  the Branch owes her much and she 
is greatly missed.  The Branch was well represented at the funeral: the 
Standard was paraded, a RAFA poppy wreath was laid on the coffin and the 
Chairman gave a eulogy covering her long association with the RAF. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Andrée de Norman, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in London 26 January 1926, 
passed away in Brussels 5 April 2013 at 
the age of 87.  A member of the Belgian 
Branch for 30 years and Honorary 
Welfare Officer from 1988 to 1996.  At 
the tender age of 18 she worked in the 
exciting environment of War-Time 
London, in Whitehall, at the heart of 
everything, operating in the inner 
recesses of government.  These must 
have been heady and exciting days 
despite the dangers and the pressures 
of work.  They were certainly formative 
ones for Andrée, giving her a deep 
strength and resilience and leading to 
her work being recognised by the award 
of the medal for services during the 
Battle for Britain. 

She met and married Jean-Louis de Norman et d’Audenhove who, following 
his escape from his occupied Belgium 1941, joined the RAF and flew over 
50 wartime missions, before transferring to the post-war Belgian Air Force.  
Tragically Captain Jean-Louis was killed in a flying accident in 1954, leaving 
Andrée with the challenge of bring up 2 young children.  She rose to the 
challenge, retained her links with the Air Force, rode, played golf, painted, 
and worked hard and very successfully for many years with the International 
School of Brussels.  As the Branch HWO for 8 years, it was Andrée’s role to 
act as the focus for identifying RAF welfare needs in Belgium and to help 
them to be fulfilled.  Another real challenge, but again she rose to the task 
magnificently and with great devotion, dedication, patience, compassion and 
understanding, provided enormous support to many of our members. When 
she left the Committee in 1996, she retained very close links with the 
Branch and was a leading supporter of all our social and fund-raising events 
until close to the end.  The Branch was well represented at the funeral: the 
Standard was paraded, a RAFA poppy wreath was laid on the coffin, and 
the Chairman gave a eulogy remembering with joy all that she did for so 
many and offering heartfelt condolences to the family at their sad loss. 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Colonel Gustave Rens, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passed away in Leuven 6 May 
2013 at the age of 96.  Former 
RAF wartime fighter pilot and 
RAFA life member since 1980.  
Gustave Rens joined the Belgian 
Army as a volunteer in 1935 at the 
age of 18.  Following the invasion 
of Belgium in 1940 he served with 
the 1st Cavalry Regiment and was 
captured but later repatriated to 
Belgium.  In 1942, with colleagues, 
he made a spirited escape through 
occupied France carrying the 
Standard of his Regiment which 
was sent for safe custody in 
London. He continued his escape 
across the Pyrenees to Spain and 
Portugal and then to England 

where he joined the RAF.   

After training in Canada he flew Spitfire and Tempest and served with 349 
(Belgian) Squadron in Germany.  After the war he continued with the 
Belgian Air Force until he retired in 1973.  At the funeral, the Belgian Chief 
of Defence General Van Caelenberge represented King Albert II: the Branch 
was well represented, and the RAF Ensign and a RAFA poppy wreath were 
laid on the coffin.  The Branch Standard was proudly paraded, but on this 
occasion, as a mark of respect, pride of place was left to the ‘liberated’ 1940 
Standard of the 1st Cavalry Regiment. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Jean- Pierre Cornet 

 Uccle, Bruxelles, died January 2013.  Branch life member since 1979.  
Joined the RAF in April 1942 and became Warrant Officer Observer 
(Navigator/ Bomber) before being demobilized in Jul 1946. 
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The Chronicle of a Passer By 
 

By Edward Harty Elliot Hearn 
 

 

 

 

PART THREE – 1947 – 1993 

“All things from Eternity are of like forms 

and come round in a circle.” 

                                                                                 Marco Polo - Meditations” 

 

3 - 1.   Rude Awakenings in Northumberland and Yorkshire (cont) 

 

(From Episode 9:  Although I had now returned to England after many years abroad, 
for my first holiday break I chose to revisit Normandy.  The main idea was to find and 
personally thank those good people who helped me to escape capture in Europe before 
being sent to India.  I had retained Romy Dramberean’s address and wrote and told him I 
was coming….) 

I went down to London by train and crossed to Victoria Station where the boat train 
would leave for Newhaven and on to Dieppe.  …………………………… 

On our arrival at Dieppe, Romy was there at the bottom of the gangway, still looking 
as debonair as I had known him.  He was dressed in plus four breeches and sported a 
brilliant bow tie.  …………………….  He dragged me into a small ‘estaminet’ and suggested 
we should quench our thirst.  He ordered the drinks, I having chosen what he proposed as I 
was not well up in the choice of French aperitifs.  The drinks happened to be Pernod, an 
aromatic liqueur.  Although three parts water were added, it tasted no stronger than 
lemonade to me.  We each drank three glasses.  The after effect was shattering – I felt the 
urge to keep talking non-stop, in broken French mixed with un-English English.  When the 
time came to leave, although feeling very much mentally alive, the same strength did not 
apply down below and I had difficulty standing on my two legs. 

Romy drove me in his small Renault car the one and a half hour ride to Lillebonne, 
time enough for me to sober up before again meeting Romy’s wife and daughter Monique. 

The circumstances of this meeting were now very different.  In the room behind the 
shoe shop in the Rue Henri Messager, we reminisced while lunching on excellently prepared 
food.  Romy seemed to enjoy playing his full part in the kitchen, preparing meals that had 
been impossible during the occupation of his country.  I say his country because that is what 
it had become.  Disillusioned by experiences whilst fighting alongside the Austrians in the 
First World War, he walked and worked his way by ship across Europe to Le Havre.  Arriving 
penniless, he started a new life in the glass industry.  Chest problems forced him to leave 

Editor’s Note: 
This tenth episode of our Branch Honorary Co-President’s ‘Chronicle’ as transcribed by 

Gp Capt (Ret’d) Mike Connor, contains extracts from Part 3 Chapter 1 covering the 
Author’s post-war return to Normandy to the site of the 1944 crash of his Lancaster 

(see Newsletter 105), his marriage in 1949, and life in Barnsley until 1953. 
Please see Newsletter 101 for the Contents List. 
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that industry and he ended up running his own small business in Lillebonne – thirty 
kilometres inland from Le Havre.  It was in Le Havre that his charm won over his future wife, 
who was older than he.  Now, in her forties, she was still a very attractive lady with a strong 
personality. 

On the third day of my stay we all received an invitation to a wedding, followed by 
lunch and dinner from one of Romy’s friends.  I was included in the invitation because I 
happened to be there. 

The wedding was between André, the survivor of four years in prison camps, and 
Marie Odile, the daughter of Romy’s Lillebonne friends.  Later I was to learn that André had 
been confined in a prison camp near Homburg, narrowly missing injury in an air raid in 1943.  
At the wedding and the reception after the ceremony, there must have been about fifty 
guests including the jovial Curé, who was an important personality in the life of the 
community. 

The festivities continued throughout the afternoon and did not stop after dinner.  After 
the second feast we all danced barefoot on the road leading up to La Frenaye where I had 
fallen by parachute during the war.  During this long, eventful and happy day, I had plenty of 
time to get to know my hosts – and they, ‘the airman who had come back.’ 

My leave was drawing to a close.  Six days was hardly enough time to do all I wished 
to do and the pleasant interruption retarded my good intentions.  I had no time left to search 
out my other helpers.  I knew that my Curé at Marais Vernier had been moved to another 
parish much further afield and the lack of names in the search for others was a great 
hindrance. 

During the following year I made several fleeting trips to Normandy, leaving on the 
night ferry from Newhaven on the Friday night and returning in time to be at the office in 
Yorkshire by nine o’clock the following Monday morning.  During these short stays I not only 
visited Romy and his family, but increased my calls on the Delaportes – the parents of Marie 
Odile, whose marriage to André we had celebrated during my first return journey to the 
Seine Maritime.  There were two other daughters in the Delaporte family, Paule and 
Josephe. 

Meanwhile, in dust-laden Barnsley and my Silkstone Common village, work and life 
had become a routine broken by occasional visits to Sheffield, Leeds and Huddersfield and 
sorties into the countryside.  I bought my first post-war car – a second-hand baby Austin 7.  
It served me well until one Sunday when I invited the Kenworthys to join me for a ride on the 
road leading to Penistone and the Pennine Chain.  On a steep rise, with the three of us in 
our miniature car (my landlady was rather large and counted for two), the engine fell out and 
we were stranded several miles from home.   

In quick succession, I went through another three second-hand cars.  The eighteen 
horsepower Vauxhall with spoke wheels and a horizontal steering wheel had to be 
abandoned because the spokes kept falling out, leaving the wheels almost square instead of 
round.  A Triumph Gloria with a long streamlined bonnet and beautiful lady mascot over the 
radiator developed an air leak in the break system on a run between Sheffield and Barnsley 
and stopped dead in its tracks.  The eight horsepower Standard’s bodywork simply rotted 
away and slowly disintegrated to the point of being completely unroadworthy.  When I 
bought my first second-hand car, I had already ordered a new Ford Prefect but had been 
warned that a delivery delay of at least two years must be anticipated. 

During one of my later visits to Normandy, I invited Paule to England for a short 
holiday and arranged for her and her sister to stay with my sister Paddy in her apartment in 
Surbiton.  It was to be their first journey to the other side of the Channel.  Yorkshire was too 
far north and, more importantly, I could not imagine them appreciating a holiday in Barnsley. 

I went down to the coast and escorted the two ladies via London, then to Kingston-
upon-Thames and on to Surbiton in Surrey.  They were comfortably installed, Paddy being 
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very attentive and eager to please her foreign guests.  Paddy’s husband, the regular senior 
Air Force doctor, was abroad at the time and missed their visit. 

On the night after their arrival we all went to the Sadler Wells’ ballet in Covent 
Garden.  I chose this venue because in the past I had read that the Court of King Louis XIV 
of France professionally developed the ballet disciplines and thought that that would please 
them.  Also, there would be no spoken or tuneful words – only music and dancing, thus 
easing the language problem. 

The following Sunday, after lunch, we went walking along the banks of the River 
Thames.  Paule and her sister were wearing the very latest Parisian hats embellished with 
straw and ribbons and other coloured attachments.  These seemed to attract the attention of 
all the other promenaders, who looked and gazed and turned in amazement.  In a moment 
of panic I suggested that the hats might be carried under their arms in case they got blown 
off and fell into the River.  They ignored this proposal, pretending ignorance of the language 
and continued to enjoy the raptured attention of the crowd. 

The first evening back in Silkstone Common, I neglected my evening reading of the 
Daily Telegraph and sat down to write a delicate letter to Paule’s mother (remember this was 
1947 and I had to win her over too!), the phrasing of which requested her daughter Paule’s 
hand in marriage.  Out of the corner of my eye, I could see that my headmaster host was 
also misreading his Yorkshire Post.  Old preceptor that he was, he must have known that I 
was engaged in a matter of some importance. 

Two weeks later I received the reply to my letter.  I was then able to tell the 
Kenworthys the good news.  From the depth of the basement they produced a bottle of 
champagne, a rare oddity in this mining village where the local beverage was strongly 
brewed ale.  Yorkshire people never get excited, or do not easily reveal their emotions, so I 
was more than touched by the enthusiasm by which my news was greeted.  It did, I am sure, 
affect them personally and the three of us drank from the same bottle enjoying the same 
good news. 

The courtship only lasted a few months.  Having tentatively fixed the wedding date, I 
had to resolve a major necessity – where to live.  I set about trying to find a house and 
eventually furnish it.  Silkstone Common and Barnsley were not Surbiton and the Thames 
and most certainly not the apple orchards of Normandy.  I felt that I must prepare for some 
degree of comfort to alleviate the perspective of the sombre surroundings. 

I was able to negotiate the letting of a house called ‘Lyndleigh’.  This was not very far 
away from the Kenworthys and more or less the same distance to my office.  It had two 
reception rooms, three bedrooms, a bathroom and a kitchen with an enormous black iron 
cooking range.  The rear windows overlooked a large garden and beyond that there were 
open fields. 

Except for the main bedroom, where the furnishings were to come from Normandy as 
a gift from Paule’s parents, the rest of the house was completed with shop purchases, from 
auction sales (where a Louis XV ormolu frieze table was knocked down to me at a sale in 
Wentworth Castle) and furniture made by the local ‘Jack of all Trades’ whose workshop 
defied all description.  Moving rubber belts and turning saws clattered away providing no 
protection to the user.  In my last meeting with the artisan in my new sitting room, whilst 
showing him the drawings for the sitting and dining room furniture, he searched for but was 
unable to find an ashtray.  He took off his cap, tipped the burnt ash from his home made 
cigarette into it, then replaced the cap together with the ashes.  His main occupation was 
making wooden toys for Woolworths.  He insisted on showing me the seasoned oak trunk 
from which he would build the ordered furniture.  The result of his labour was perfect and the 
furniture itself has survived several decades and will probably last many more. 

That expenditure made a great hole in my resources.  The arrival of the long awaited 
Ford Prefect car came as a pleasurable but devastating blow.  With the wedding due in four 
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weeks hence, I had to find a financial solution to cope with this expenditure at such an 
inopportune time. 

I spent several days worrying over this acute problem.  Leaving it to the last minute, I 
went into my office, picked up the telephone and dialled the Bank Manager at Barclays Bank 
in Church Street, Barnsley.  The only other time I had called on a Bank Manager was in 
Rawalpindi, in India, where I received a very frosty reception from a red faced retired Indian 
Army Colonel when I tried to cash a cheque for £5. 

On arrival at the bank I was immediately shown into the Manager’s office.  He got up 
from behind his imposing desk, pushed forward a seat for me and at the same time offered 
me a cigarette from an inlaid teak box. 

“Now Sir – what can I do for you?” 

I explained my predicament – I was about to get married, had furnished a new house 
and my new car had arrived earlier than expected.  Would it be possible to have an 
overdraft? 

I had transferred my account from Cox and Kings three years before.  My new 
account had remained fairly stable as the Bank Manager must have noted from the file in 
front of him.  He paused in thought, his head leaning on a bent elbow.   

“What figure are you thinking of?” 

I made a quick mental calculation – cost of the car, honeymoon in France, a small 
reserve to tide us over the next few months.  With some hesitation, I mentioned a figure. 

The Bank Manager did not reply at once and his gaze remained firmly fixed towards 
me.  Then he smiled and said, “That’s OK with one proviso – will you promise me that you 
will clear your overdraft in twelve months?” 

I muttered a grateful “Yes”.  The whole interview had only lasted ten minutes and I 
had been worrying about the outcome for several days stretching into weeks.  With the 
financial weight temporarily lifted, I shook hands with the Barclays gentleman and was 
bowed out of his office. 

Armed now with support from the bank, a furnished house and a new Ford Prefect 
car all my arrangements could now go ahead.  I picked up my best man, brother Charles, 
drove to London, hired two morning suits, then continued the journey to Newhaven where 
we stayed the night before catching the morning ferry to Dieppe. 

On the way over, Charles casually asked me if I had the ring or rings.  I had not even 
thought about it as it was not the usual custom in frugal post-war England.  Charles rather 
coldly informed me that it was impossible to marry in France without a ring, or rather rings. 

On arrival in Lillebonne, before making contact with any of the families, we discreetly 
bought two rings, desperately hoping that they would fit during the crucial point of the 
forthcoming ceremony. 

My mother and sister Eileen, who was to be a bridesmaid, arrived the day before us.  
They seemed to be more prepared than we were by the elaborate organisation in place for 
the ceremony. 

We were married the next day, the 9th of September 1949, in the church which was 
built in the XIV century during the 100 years war.   
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Over fifty guests sat down to lunch led by the Curé, who enlivened proceedings by 
singing a welcome.  The menu read as follows: 

Bouchées a la Reine    (Banyuls) 

Suprême de Turbot    (Graves) 

Poulardes du Mand    (Saint Emilion) 

Salade Mimosa    (Tradition Normandie) 

Haricots Verts Fines Herbes 

Fromages     (Moulin-à-Vent) 

Glace Pralinée    (Champagne) 

Beau Fruits de France 

Café 

Liqueurs 

Looking at this menu set me thinking – awaiting us in Yorkshire, where rationing of 
food still applied and essentials could only be obtained in exchange for coupons and 
apportionments of meat depended on ones good relations with the local butcher.  I quickly 
pushed those thoughts aside. 

Paule and I left late in the evening, slipping out while the others were dancing – 
which they would continue to do well into the night.  We went to Rouen, then to Paris where 
we sat out on the boulevards listening to Edith Piaf singing ‘La Vie en Rose’.  We spent the 
remainder of our honeymoon days in Barbizon near Fontainebleau, the home of the 
‘Barbizon School’, where we bought two water-colour paintings signed by the nephew of 
Theodore Rousseau. 

Returning to Dieppe, our car was loaded by crane onto the ferry and we began our 
journey across the sea followed by the long car ride north.  At Newhaven, loaded with 
presents, all listed and countersigned by the Consul in Rouen, the Customs officers were not 
too friendly.  All our belongings were unpacked by us and the officers examined each item, 
then with good grace put a fine of £15 on a box of cutlery, leaving us to repack everything. 

The ceremony was very colourful and the 
church packed with the local population, all in 
their best dresses and suits and well groomed 
for the happy event.  They had come to take 
part in the union of the returning airman with his 
bride.  It was in this small town that William the 
Conqueror, from his castle, made his decision to 
invade England.  Moreover, history rumoured 
that it was the English who had built the church. 
 
As we were about to get into a waiting car on 
leaving the church, a minute simply dressed 
lady, her smallness accentuated by her black 
dress, pushed forward to clutch my hand.  It 
was the wife of the Chef of the ex-French 
Atlantic liner Normandie who, with her husband, 
received me in her small one floor house in La 
Frenaye at the beginning of the escape run in 
1944. 
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This was, of course, Paule’s first visit to the mining north and, at the approach of 
Barnsley, the blackened stone buildings and distorted countryside must have come as a bit 
of a shock.  We arrived at the house in Barnsley and I made a huge coal fire while Paule 
inspected the rooms and ended up in front of the large iron kitchen range which she eyed 
with obvious suspicion. 

We spent a happy four years in the village, Paule making friends amongst the 
friendly folk.  Our evenings and weekends were fully occupied with visits to neighbours or 
them to us.  Amongst those friends were our Doctor and his wife.  Doctor Byrne supervised 
the birth of our first son, Michael, who was born in the clinic in Barnsley in June 1950.  
Throughout the bitter winters, despite the freezing temperatures and winds blowing over the 
Pennines, we caught no illnesses.   

……………………………………………… 

Young Michael, when he was just six weeks old, made his first visit to Normandy to 
visit his grandparents in Lillebonne.  I drove Paule and Michael down to Newhaven 
overnight, a distance of about 250 miles and almost fell asleep at the wheel on the way.  Our 
only stops were at feeding times and when I took a ten minute nap to overcome the 
drowsiness.  I saw them off on the ferryboat and was in Newhaven again three weeks later 
to welcome them back.  I arrived late at the port – not having taken into account the time 
difference – and found the two of them waiting patiently in the refreshment room.  Michael 
had put on weight and did not recognise me.    

In 1950, war broke out in Korea.  I was still on the RAF Supplementary List of 
Officers and subject to recall.  The days and months passed by during which I waited and 
expected that I might get a letter from the Air Ministry, but no such order came.  However, I 
did receive a letter dated 26th June 1954, not recalling me, but stating that the RAF 
Supplementary List of Officers had been discontinued and I would be put on a new list to be 
known as the ‘RAF Emergency List’, retaining my commission.  That was my very last 
communication from the Air Force.  ………………………………………….. 

At the latter end of my six years stay in Barnsley, I had been receiving information 
concerning a vacancy in France from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  They 
had a very heavy post-war programme which included the building of new memorials and 
the refurbishment of neglected First World War memorials and cemeteries in Europe.  I was 
persuaded from London to apply for the post.  I made the application and, after some delay, 
was verbally told that the post was mine.  I handed in my resignation to my Harrow firm, but 
waited a further five weeks before receiving written confirmation of my new job and to where 
I should report.  Those five weeks seemed terribly long as I imagined myself with no job at 
all. 

We were to leave Barnsley with some regret because of the steady kindness of the 
mining people.  ………………………   When all was ready, with young three year old 
Michael hugging his favourite teddy bear, we went on our way to Arras in north eastern 
France, famous for its tapestry weaving in the 13th to 16th centuries and the town of Jean 
Bodel, Maximillien and Augustin Robespierre. 

 

To be Continued 
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REPORTS ON PAST EVENTS 

 
The Branch Annual General Meeting  –  5 March 2013 
 
The Branch Annual General Meeting was held at the NATO Staff Centre on 5 March 
2013:  the Minutes are included in this Newsletter (pages 4 to 10).  A number of 
members were unable to attend, but nevertheless a good quorum of the membership 
were available, and the AGM conducted its business in good order.  In particular, the 
Committee was brought up to full strength, the Treasurer’s report for 2012 and his 
proposed Budget for 2013 were approved and the Honorary Welfare Officer’s 
comprehensive report was endorsed.  In addition, the AGM debated the issue of the 
‘Cost of Membership’ and developed and agreed a Resolution which was 
subsequently passed to the Area and Central Councils. 
 
At the following lunch in the NATO Staff Centre, the Chairman welcomed attendees, 
noting that they were a select number but with an excellent mixture of old and new, 
plus the Committee.  He particularly welcomed Andrée Dumon (Nadine) from the 
Comet Line and Brigitte d’Oultremont President Comète Kinship, as well as Warrant 
Officer Dave Evans who was helping to raise money for the Charity ‘Help For 
Heroes’ by participating in the Big Battlefield Bike Ride Paris to London in late May.  
 
The European Area Annual Conference  –  10 May 2013 
 
The Chairman attended as the Branch Delegate: the Branch Standard was paraded 
by Jean-Pierre Blanckaert.  The Conference heard reports from Bob Hunt the Area 
Chairman, Gp Capt Tom Devlin acting for the Service Vice-President, Brian Darke as 
the Area Rep on Central Council, Sqn Ldr Chris Hemingway Area RAFALO and from 
Jane Easton the RAFA Secretary General.  Area Officials were elected as proposed, 
including, for the first time, Dr Lawrence Salvoni Benalmadena.  No Resolutions 
were discussed, but following intervention from the floor, it was agreed that Area 
Council should again review the opportunities for conducting Welfare Training in the 
European Area.  Minutes will be posted on the website when available. 
 
The RAFA Annual Conference  –  11-12 May 2013 
 

The Chairman attended as the Branch Delegate.  On Sunday, the Branch Standard 
was paraded with much aplomb by Jean-Pierre Blanckaert, leading the parade on 
the march-off.  The Conference was Chaired by the RAFA President Air Marshal Sir 
Dusty Miller: the Rt. Hon. Mark Francois Minister of State for Defence Personnel, 
Welfare and Veterans, and Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Dalton Chief of the Air 
Staff, also addressed the Conference.  A variety of Resolutions were discussed:  in 
particular, following vigorous debate, Central Council were instructed to reinstate the 
circulation to Branches of the Minutes of Central Council and Area Council meetings. 
 
The President led informal debates on his ‘Vision 2020’ paper and on the ‘Cost of 
Membership’.  No decisions were made on these subjects which will be subject to 
further review by Central Council.  The Belgian Branch Committee will consider the 
development of appropriate input to these discussions.  Minutes and supporting 
papers/presentations will be posted on the Branch website as they become 
available. 
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BRANCH ADMINISTRATION 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Very many thanks for those who are not Life Members who have now paid their 2013 
membership subscriptions.  For those who have not yet paid (who will find a discreet 
red dot reminder on their address label for this Newsletter), we would appreciate 
payment soon to our RAFA Belgian Branch account BE58 0014 2061 1779 (FOR 
MEMBERSHIP FEES). The subscriptions are the same for Ordinary and Associate 
Members:  €25 for a 1 year and €75 for 4 years.   

BRANCH WEBSITE 

Our webmaster continues to expand and make even more useful our website at:  

http://rafabelgianbranch.yolasite.com 

The plan to migrate to a more centralised RAFA-wide system has rather gone on the 
back-burner in the light of discussion on broader RAFA-2020 considerations, but this 
is not a problem to us as our website is working very well and fulfilling most of our 
needs.  Please do try it and give us feedback.  If it is a bit confusing, then please 
contact the webmaster who will be very happy to provide advice. 

BARRY HORTON MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 28 JUN 13 

As advertised in Newsletter 109, arrangements are now well in hand for our major 
annual fund-raising event at the Duisburg Military Golf Course on Friday 28 Jun 13.  
Please remember that this is not just for golfers but is a social event for members 
and friends alike to enjoy the prize-giving, the barbecue and the famous tombola.  
This year I am very pleased to be able to advise that Katrina Johnson the Deputy 
British Ambassador to Belgium has most kindly agreed to present the prizes. If you 
have not yet registered, please do so via the Chairman before 19 June. 

COMMEMORATION IN THE NATIONAL BASILICA, KOEKELBERG 28 SEP 13 

September 2013 marks the 25th Anniversary of the dedication of the stained-glass 
windows in the Air Force Chapel in the National Basilica.  In Newsletter 109 we 
envisaged a joint event with Comet Line at their Annual Reunion in October.  
However, subsequent inter-committee discussion agreed that the occasion merited 
an additional RAFA event as well as the continuation of the normal Comet 
arrangements.  Accordingly, we will hold a special Service and Lunch in the Basilica 
on Saturday 28 Sep 13:  for the background and basic event information please see 
the ‘poster’ on the back page.   

We are still at the planning stage so the details may change, but we envisage the 
involvement of a variety of Belgian and RAF veterans’ organisations including 
representatives of those Squadrons with Belgian members and those whose 
members owe their lives to the Belgian escape lines.  The Air Force Chapel includes 
a Roll of Honour listing those Belgians who lost their lives in the RAF in World War II.  
We are particularly keen that relatives of those listed have the chance to participate.  
If you can help to make contact, please let us know.  Further details will be published 
in Newsletter 111, but in the interim please let the Secretary know if you can attend. 

http://rafabelgianbranch.yolasite.com/
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FUTURE EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

29 May 2013 - Memorial at Rebecq.  Commemoration of the servicemen and the 

civilians who were direct or indirect victims of the crash of an RAF Lancaster of 550 
Sqn in a meadow of “Stoquois” at the dawn of 28th May 1944. See 
http://www.rebecq-memorial.eu/. 

Friday 28 June 2013 – Barry Horton Memorial Golf Tournament at the Duisburg 
Military Golf Club.  Last chance to book in for this key fund-raising event in the 
Branch year!  All members and friends are encouraged to attend:  not just golfers!  
Prizes will be awarded by Ms Katrina Johnson, deputy British Ambassador to 
Belgium, on behalf of our Branch Honorary Patron His Excellency Jonathan Brenton. 
For full details of the event see website or the back page of Newsletter 109:  please 
register as per page 22 guidance prior to 19 Jun 13. 

21 July 2013 - Belgian Armed Forces London Cenotaph Parade. Belgian Forces 
parade and march past at the Cenotaph in London.  Participation by the Branch 
Standard Bearer is anticipated. 

13 July 2013 - Neufchateaux. Neufchateaux. At 11:00 hrs in the hamlet of La 

Cornette near the village of Les Hayons (Bouillon) ceremony to unveil a plaque 
commemorating the loss of an RAF 115 Sqn, Lancaster serial DS690, KO-C, in July 
1943.  See www.lancaster-ds690.com.  Family members of those involved will 
attend:  RAF and RAFA will be represented. 

16 August 2013 – ‘Wings of Memory’ memorial. Event at local cemetery at 
Minster-in-Thanet near Ramsgate, UK, for Jean Seleys who crashed with his 
Typhoon in Belgium 70 years ago. See http://www.wingsofmemory.be/Eng.htm 

18 August 2013 - Tigelot Memorial at Jalhay. 62nd annual commemoration in 

memory of the sacrifice of all Allied Airmen who lost their lives in the High Ardennes 
in the Second World War.  A church service will be held at Jalhay, followed by 
wreath laying at the memorial to Halifax MZ 829 lost with all crew on the 2nd 
November 1944: the event will be followed by the normal convivial lunch. RAFA will 
be represented. 

28 August 2013 - Modave - commemoration in memory of the 70th anniversary of 

the crash of Halifax JD371 KN-O in Survillers on 28 August 1943. See 
http://www.rememberjd371.be/ 

28 September 2013 – Commemoration Service in the National Basilica, 
Koekelberg.  Event to mark the 25th Anniversary of dedication of the memorial 

stained-glass windows in the Air Force Chapel in the Basilica.  All members and 
friends are encouraged to attend – see back page and page 22 for details and 
registration arrangements. 

4 – 6 October 2013 - European Area Autumn Conference in Guernsey.  

Chairman will attend – other members are very welcome to participate.  Those 
interested should contact the Chairman. 

19 – 20 October 2013 – Comet Line Annual Reunion in Brussels.  Comet Line 
Annual Reunion in Brussels including Sunday Mass at National Basilica and 
ceremonies at the Comet Line Window and in the Air Force Chapel, followed by 
buffet lunch in the Basilica Restaurant. http://www.cometeline.org/cometnews.htm    

http://www.rebecq-memorial.eu/
http://www.lancaster-ds690.com/
http://www.wingsofmemory.be/Eng.htm
http://www.rememberjd371.be/
http://www.cometeline.org/cometnews.htm
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The stained-glass windows below are the central group of a set of 9 windows in the Air Force 
Chapel in the National Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Koekelberg, Brussels.  They were created 
as a result of a RAFA Belgian Branch sponsored fund-raising initiative and were dedicated in 

the presence of the King of the Belgians on 21 September 1988. 

The windows, and the Air Force Chapel in which they are installed, commemorate those 
Belgians who in the Second World War fought with the Royal Air Force as well as those who 
acted as intelligence agents in Belgium, together with the civilians of the Belgian escape lines 

who risked their lives to save so many downed airmen.   
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All members and friends are cordially invited to mark the 25th Anniversary of this significant 
achievement by joining with us at a special Service and Lunch under the sponsorship of our 
Honorary Co-President Air Marshal Sir Christopher Harper to be held in the Basilica at 11:00 

hrs on Saturday 28 September 2013.  
                                         

 Please spread the word to old colleagues and let us know of your intent to be involved 

by emailing us at rafa.belgianbranch@gmail.com. 

   


